
 

Let Us Pray 

In consideration of the new General Data,   

names of our sick Parishioners will no longer be 

listed.  Please continue to pray for those who 

are sick in the Parish and a Mass will be 

offered at one of the Sunday Masses once a 

month. 

We remember all who have recently died. 

 

 

COLLECTIONS 

FIRST COLLECTION 

17 March 2019 £481.47 of which £271 was 

gift aided 

 

SECOND COLLECTION   

Last weekend – Building Fund - £115.52 

 

STANDING ORDERS FOR FEB £678.00 

 

 

Thank You and God Bless 

 

 

 This week’s Ministers of Church Cleaning are: 

Maria May & Mary Brignall-James 

     

 

 

   

 

 

This week's Ministers of Church Cleaning are: 

Mrs Best & Elaine Alabaster 
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NATIONAL MASS COUNT 2018 

Please note that the second count will take place this weeke 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 24 March 

Third Sunday Of Lent 

5.00pm(Sat)    Mass – People of the Parish 

9.30am            Mass – Intentions of The Marjeram Family 

10.30am          Tea & Coffee in the O’Sullivan Centre 

                        (Minister: Andrea Svinurai)                                                                                                  

11.00am Mass – Sean Kavanagh RIP 

                     

Monday 25 March    

The Annunciation Of The Lord 

10.00am           Mass in Convent 

7.00pm           Adoration   

 

Tuesday 26 March     

10.00am           Mass in Convent – Wellbeing of Mick 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Wednesday 27 March 

10.00am           Mass in Church - Bridget Kelly RIP 

 

Thursday 28 March  

10.00am           Mass in Church – Preitee D’Costa RIP 

7.00pm            Adoration 

 

Friday 29 March                                     

10.00am            Mass in Church – June Driver RIP 

7.00-7.30pm     Adoration   

7.30pm             Stations of the Cross  

 

Saturday 30 March  

10.00am            Mass in Convent – Children of the Parish                 

4.00pm              Reconciliation 

 

Sunday 31 March 

Fourth Sunday Of Lent 

Laetare Sunday 

5.00pm(Sat)     Mass – Mrs Patricia Mearon 

9.30am             Mass – People of the Parish 

                        School Mass 

10.30am           Tea & Coffee in the O’Sullivan Centre 

                        (Ministers:Mr & Mrs Keene)                                                                                                

11.00am  Mass – Francis Gerard RIP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS – PRESBYTERY 

Priest/Pastor: Fr Jim Teeling (Currently on Sabbatical) 

Parish Administrator : Fr Paul Jenkins 

Address: Church of the Sacred Heart, 63 West Street, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1AN 

    Telephone: 01795 472619 – Parish email: sittingbourne@rcaos.org.uk 

                                Parish Website: www.rcsittingbourne.org.uk 

mailto:sittingbourne@rcaos.org.uk


 

Sacred Heart Church - Financial position as at 31 December 2018 

As promised last week, please find below a summary of the financial returns for our parish. These have 

been reviewed by the Parish Finance Committee and submitted to the Diocese. 

The total offertory collection received during the year was £37,116 (£34,668 – 2017).  As part of the gift aid 

scheme we receive a tax rebate of £5,171 (£8,048 – 2017) bringing our total income from the weekly 

collection to £42,287 

The cost of running the parish which includes the church, the office, staff and presbytery totalled £48,524.  

In addition to these costs we are required to send to the Diocese £10,958 (£8,719-2017).  We have no 

control over this cost, as each parish must pay a contribution to the Diocese based on their weekly mass 

attendance figures.  Therefore, our total parish expenditure was £59,482.  

You can see, as in previous years, there was a shortfall between our income and expenditure. This year’s 

shortfall was £17,195. (In 2017 the short fall was £9,331). As in previous years we were able to cover the 

shortfall from income received from the halls and car park charges.   

When we analyse the figures for our weekly collections, we received £13,491 in cash and £23,625 from 

parishioners donating under the gift aid scheme.  The average number of parishioners attending Mass per 

week is 247.  There are currently 62 parishioners paying by gift aid.  This means that 25% of parishioners 

contribute over 63% of the total offertory collection.   

Recently a survey of the halls was carried out. It has become apparent the halls require significant 

investment if they are to continue to be used as a public venue. Likewise, the need to resurface the car 

park is evident to those using it. Therefore, at some point the annual income generated by the halls will be 

needed to bring them up to standard. (Ideally the income from the halls should be a bonus to the parish 

rather than core income).  

This is always a difficult topic but for the parish to be self-sufficient, the average weekly donation would 

ideally be in the region of £5 per adult. We are very aware that for some families this is an impossible ask, 

for others maybe not so difficult. Remember if you sign up to the gift aid scheme the parish will receive an 

additional 25% on top of the money put in the envelope at no additional cost to you. Please consider this 

when making your weekly offering.  

You may recall last year, that following a structural survey, work had to be carried out on the masonry of 

the church.  We were fortunate enough to receive a £3,000 grant towards the cost of this invoice 

amounting to £4,638.  The only other extra-ordinary cost was the restoration of the sanctuary area tiles.  

This project totalled £1,687.  This was paid from the Building Fund. Thank you to all who contributed to the 

second collection for building projects in the church. 

We hope this information was informative to you and thank you for your continued support. Finance 

Committee – March 2019 
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EASTER MEETING 

We shall be having a meeting in the Parish Office at 6pm on the 27th March to plan ahead for the Easter 

Celebrations.  Anyone wishing to help and be involved is welcome to attend. 

 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 

For those of you who are Gift Aiders, your new box of envelopes is available to collect from the Parish Office 

after Mass or from the Office during office hours next week.  Anyone who is not currently a registered Gift 

Aider and wishes to register please contact the Parish Office for the relevant form.  The Parish get an extra 

25p from the Government for each £1 you donate!! 

 

REPOSITORY 

The Repository will be open most Sundays between Masses.  We have numerous items available for purchase for 

First Holy Communion gifts.  Rosaries, cards, gifts and candles are all very competitively priced, please take a 

look.  In addition if there is something that you are after but cannot see in our stock, please ask, and we shall 

try to obtain from our suppliers.   

 

MASS - THURSDAY 28th MARCH 

Please note that this Thursday, Mass will be in the Church not the Convent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL INSIGHT: 
 

Today, the gospel readings seem to be made up of two separate and unrelated sections. Some people 

wanted to talk about disasters and their causes. The second a parable about a non-productive fig tree. 

Both sections challenges to us to stop and look at the concept of God on which we base our thinking, our 

religious belief, and our way of living our lives. 

 

The people who questioned Jesus about the moral standing of those who were executed by Pilate and 

those who died when the tower collapsed seemed to hold the belief that accidents and disasters were 

God’s way of punishing the wicked. That was a popularly held belief in Judaism at the time of Jesus. A 

modern version of the questions would look something like this: Were the hundreds of people who died 

in the floods in Mozambique all living in sin? Were the 50 people who died in the heart-rending shootings 

in New Zealand being punished by God for their immorality? We have to wonder what motivates people 

to ask questions like this? What is their image of God? Perhaps we might just have to be satisfied with 

the conclusion that the people who ask this kind of question are revealing how they would act if they 

were God. 

 

One of the characteristics of Jesus’ parables is that they leave us with uncertainty, looking for an 

answer. Yet, that is part of their value. They raise questions for us to ponder. Did the older brother in 

the parable of the prodigal son eventually join the party? And in today’s parable, was the gardener 

successful in making the fig tree productive, or did he just delay the inevitable? And that last question 

is significant, because we know that the fig tree will eventually die. Jesus did not say that death would 

not touch us. But he, the prophets before him and saints and religious leaders after him have reminded 

us of our social responsibilities: feeding the starving, providing clean water for all, addressing 

homelessness, protecting the vulnerable and abused, caring for the earth. What is alien to Jesus and 

the Gospel is sterility and non-productiveness. 

 

In this parable of the barren fig tree, we are reminded that death will come to us all, but that in the 

meantime, we have a responsibility to be productive with the lives and talents with which we have been 

blessed. If we heed the call of Lent to change our hearts (not just our actions), to allow ourselves to be 

transformed by the hope that God offers us, we will not stave off the chaos of suffering and death but 

open ourselves to the one who can nurture us, to the gardener who wants to bring us into full life. We 

are the fig tree of the parable, given yet another chance to realise our true productive potential. 
 

 


